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MIDLAND PIONEERS 
-- continued -

In addition to the Wyman, Fitzhugh, Gordon, Snyder, Cronkright, Townsend and Whitman 
families, other pioneers settled in Midland County before the 1850 Federal Census was 
taken. However the enumeration of Midland County that year lacks many of their names. 

An accounting shows all those recorded in Midland County in 1850 were residing in Midland 
Township. This was a total of 65 people in 10 different households. A further breakdown 
shows 22 were adults and 43 children. Of the 43 youngsters, 34 were under the age of 10. 

The birthplaces of the 65 were interesting as well. Thirty-four were born in New Y)rk, 
27 were born in Michigan, and one was born in each of the following states: Ohio, Pennsyl
vania, Vermont and Massachusetts. Not surprisingly, the 27 individuals born in Michigan 
were all children 10 years of age or younger. Massachusetts-born William Johnson, 40, 
was the only black. 

The surnames recorded on the first census of Midland County were: Arance, Davis, Fitzhugh, 
Johnson, Sherman, Townsend, Vance and Whitman. One is struck with the fact that the 
Wyman, Snyder, Gordon, and Cronkright,families are absent from the accounting. 

Perhaps Joseph Snyder died before 1850 or possibly returned to Saginaw. Samuel Gordon 
is shown on the 1860 Federal Census of Midland County as 44 years old, living with Nicholas 
and Sally DePue, both age 50. It is reported that the Wymans went back to Saginaw to educate 
their children, returning in 1851 after the first schoolhouse was erected in Midland County. 
Perhaps the Cronkrights did likewise as both fam ilies appear on the 1860 census of this 
county. 

--- continued on page 13 
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THE PRESIDENTIS MESSAGE 

Great Job: thatls the performance turned in by all the members 
who worked so hard for the Seminar. It is reassuring to the officers 
to see such efforts expended by club members on our projects. Every
one I talked with at and after the seminar had nothing but words of 
praise for an excellent program. While we had a few small problems,
everything worked out fine. 

The latest publication is printed and bound. This is another pro
ject that received a great deal of co-operation, although 11m sure 
those who carried the bulk of the burden could have used more help. 

We are now considering future projects that will, also, require 
numerous hours of work. I hope that some of the newer members will 
accept the call when itls received. In fact, volunteers would sure 
be nice. The Pioneer Record could use help in researching and writ
ing articles. How abouL It? .. give me a call. 

Again, as your President, I am very 
and more especially our members. 

proud of our accomplishments 

Les Berry, Pres. 
October 1983 

§ § § § § § § 

T HAN KYO U !! if your Midland Genealogical Society dues 
have been paid for 1983-84. If not, the following is for you: 

This will be your last copy of the Pioneer Record. 
Our year runs from July/June and we began collecting 
dues at our May meeting. If you have not received a 
MGS membership card beautifully autographed by Nancy
Lackie, Membership Chairman, your dues are still ow
ing (unless paid within the last two weeks.) 
$7 per person ($10.50 per couple) - Send to: 

Midland Genealogical Society OR Jo Brines, Treas. 
c/o Grace A. Dow Memorial Library 4300 Castle Drive 
1710 W. St. Andrews Drive Midland, Mi. 48640 
Midland, Mi. 48640 

A huge THA NK YOU to all the members for their time and effort in making the 1983 
Seminar the success it was. The 100% support that I had -- and knew I would have from 
the beginning -- made it possible for us to pull it off in grand style! 

---Ruth Ann Casadonte 
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In researching the Wyman surname in Midland one finds the following deaths recorded in 
Midland County , Michigan Cemetery Records, published 1981: 

John Wyman 1802 - 1875 

Sarah Wyman 1805 - 1883 


John and Sarah are buried in the Vance Plot, Section G of the Midland Cemetery. In the 
Homer Township Cemetery: 

John W. Wyman 1841 - 1921 

Emily Wyman 1850 - 1936 


(According to a death record of John and Emily's daughter Cora , Emily's maiden name 
was Wells. ) 

Sarah (Snyder) Wyman's obituary appeared in the Midland Sun, March 1, 1883 on page one. 
It relates her death took place on February 16, 1883 at age 78 years and 11 days. Sarah was 
born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania . She went to western New York with her father at 
age 8 and was married in that state to John Wyman. They carne to Michigan in 1836 and 
settled in Genesee County, where they lived until February of 1837 when they came to 
Midland County -- being the first white settlers here. Sarah (Snyder) Wyman was the mother 
of 8 children , 5 of whom were living at the time of her death. 

Other research shows seven of those children to be: Daniel H. , Mary, Margret, Erastus, 
Julia Ann, Lucy and John Jr., probably born in that order. The 1860 census acknowledges 
Daniel H. as being married to Mary R. and Erastus' wife as Jane. 

Midland County, Michigan Miscellaneous Record Book - Marriages 1855 - 1871 gives us the 
following information : 

Mary Wyman , 25, of Midland married John McConmide (McCormick?), 25, 
on September 11, 1859. 

Margret Wyman, 21, of Saginaw married Sanford S. Perkins, 25, of Saginaw 
on September 14, 1856. 

Ann Wyman, 19, of Midland, married John McLane, 25, of Midland on 
August 19, 1856. 

Mrs. John McLean (Ann Wyman) died April 5, 1886, the details of her funeral being on page 
one of the April 15 , 1886 Midland newspaper . 

Lucy Wyman (1839 - 1906) married one of the early settlers that made the 1850 Federal 
Census of the county. William (Billy) Vance reportedly rode into Midland in 1849 from 
Saginaw. New York-born Billy was only 14 years old in 1850 where he is found living with 
the Eli Townsend family. Two years later, with John McLane, he cleared the land that 
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later became Main Street, Midland. By 1860 "Billy" had married Lucy Wyman and had two 
children, Charles H. and John Bion. A total of three sons and three daughters were born to 
Billy and Lucy relates Claude John Vance, 4435 Flajole Road, Midland, great-grandson of 
the early settler. The Midland Daily News of April 20, 1983 tells of the Vance family, which 
now spans seven generations in Midland County. Mr. Vance recalls that Billy's father was 
William and his mother was Margaret (Gordon) Vance. "He was always referred to as Billy", 
said Mr. Vance. (I'm curious to know whether Margaret Gordon was related to Samuel Gordon 
who came in 1837 from Saginaw.) Although Billy Vance was still living in 1911, five years 
after his wife's death, the year of his death was not recorded in Midland County , Michigan 
Cemetery Records. 

Other death records show Charles Cronkright died December 28, 1880, age 71 years, 2 months, 
and his wife Lydia (Snyder) Cronkright died July 9, 1866 age 53 years, 29 days. 

to be continued 
--- Ruth Ann Casadonte 

§ § § § § § § 

The MARY AND JOHN by Maude Pinney Kuhns. 254 pages. Published by Charles E. 
Tuttle Company. $J7.50* 

The remarkable stocy of how Reverend John White, the "Patriarch of Dorchester" collected 
the distinguished group of passengers for the "Mary and John" from the West Country of 
England has been well told by Admiral Morison, who included him in his early book as one 
of the "Founders of the Bay Colony". Maude Pinney Kuhns has identified 160 passengers 
on that 400-ton vessel and has made a valuable collection of their descendants in this book. 
The passengers and their immediate descendants are described in Part I of the book and 
data provided by present-day descendants make up Part II of the book. It is completed by 
a good bibliography and a detailed index. 

Not only did these passengers found Dorchester, Massachusetts, but (as the book points out) 
they found that area somewhat uncongenial and a great many of them moved to the Connecticut 
River, where they founded Windsor. This was one of the three basic settlements there and 
their descendants include many of the famous families of Connecticut and the entire country. 

Reprinted (in part) from the STRONG NEWSLETTER, June 1983 

Some families included are: 
Allen Griswold Moore Strong 
Bradford Holcomb Newberry Trescott 
Clap Ingersol Osborne Upsall 
Deane Jones Phelps Vincent 

Ellsworth Kuhns Quarterman White 
Ford Loomis Robinson 

* The MARY AND JOHN is available from the follOWing for $17.50 plus $1. 50 postage 
(total 	of $19. 00) 

Dwight s. Strong 
223 West Springfield Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02118 
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MIDLAND COUNTY CENSUS PROJECT 

Now that the Midland County Census Book has been completed and is beginning to 
sell (sold 10 copies at the recent seminar), I would like to thank publiciJ.y all 
those people who spent time reading and proofreading the microfilms. 

Rose Marie Anderson Helen Lee 
Marion Berry Maxine McCullen 
Ed Bi rkhimer Harriette Miller 
Diana Butcher lone Milliman 
Ruth Ann Casadonte Jayne Shrier 
Sandi Cassiday Shirley & Ken Schweitzer 
Evelyn Fagley Arlean Thornton 
Norma Furlo Isabel Whelan 
Esme Geho sk i Sandy Zilincik 
Bev Keicher 

Special thanks should go to Marion Berry, who shared some of the typing, and to 
Ben Brines, who shared the proofreading job of the finished copy. Special, 
special thanks go to Harriette Miller and lone Milliman, who read or proofread 
at least half of the 1894 census, in addition to the other years. They liter
ally spent many days from 10 - 5 o'clock at the library, hardly taking time to 
eat a bite Crl'Jlunch. Without them, I would never have been able to finish the 
book in time for the seminar. 

11m sure all will agree the project was a huge undertaking, was very frustrat
ing at times, yet quite interesting. 

Jo Brines, Chairman 

§ § § § § § § 

BOOKS ON THE SHELVES 

Searching For Your Ancestors by Doane &Bell; 5th Edition, 1980, 251pp ... in 
addition to chapters such as "What About Those Family Traditions", this revised 
book has a complete section devoted to Special Searches (for ethnic origins)
and an excellent bibliography ... an improvement over an already great book, first 
published in 1937. (Call #929.1 Do) 

Your Family History by Allan Lichtman; 1978, 200pp, paperback ... a "how-to" book 
on dlscovering your heritage through use of oral history, personal family ar
chives &public documents. (Call #929.1 Li) 

Life Writing: A Guide to Family Journals &Personal Memoirs by Wm. Hofman; 1982, 
181pp ... complete step-by-step guide to gatherlng your famlly's folklore and keep
ing it alive. "The genealogist looks back to establish what has been, but the 
writer of family history looks back only to glean the materials that will be 
composed in the present and transmi tted to the future." (Ca 11 #929.1 Ho) 

Scottish Roots by Alwyn James; 1982, 181pp... "not intended to provide the ex
haustlve and definitive guide to all the many sources ... but gives enough of the 
bald and basic facts (what information exists, where itls kept, how to get hold 
of it, what you I 11 fi nd when you see it. .. )" Chapter 7 dea 1 s with research i ng 
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from a distance. There's also a form to use in applying for help from the 
Scots Ancestry Research Society. "The system of record keeping in Scotl and for 
the past 250 years was well organized and the documents highly detailed." 
(Call #R929.42 De) 

Irish Family Names - Arms, Origins, Locations by Brian de Breffny; 1982, 192pp ... 
countIes of Ireland along with color photos and a man with distribution of sur
names makes up the first section. A paragraph on each of the 200 plus common 
surnames comprises the second half ... including clan association, area, approxi
mate time name came to Ireland from England, Wales, Scotland, Normandy, etc. 
(Call #R929.42 De) 

Just a few years back, I can remember gOing to the genealogy
shelves to check out anything I could find on the subject, only to 
find few books that weren1t reference classified. It's great to 
see that the library now has many how-to books to help even the 
experienced researcher ... and in refined areas such as Jewish and 
Black research. 

Marion Berry 

§ § § § § § § 

NEW LIB RA R Y H 0 U R S -- the Burton Collection of the Detroit Public Library is 
open as follows: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday - 9:30 - 5 :30 and Wednesday 
1:00 - 9:00 The Collection is closed Sundays and Mondays. 

§ § § § § § § 

A TRUE INSTANCE IN GRANDPA AND GRANDMOTHER'S LIFE, as told by Frank Hollinger 
3 March, 1967, son of James and Marry Hollinger: 

This 'lis a true fact". Grandpa and Grandmother Hollinger (who came from Ireland an a 
small sailboat) settled on a homestead in Canada. "I think it was in Huntingdon Twp. , but 
it was near Belleville. Grandpa was a cabinetmaker. At that time, there were no close 
neighbors and no close towns. When anyone died, Grandpa made their coffin. He also was 
the funeral director. He had built a chair that tilted backwards like a barber chair. He 
shaved and cut the corpse' hair when nec~ssary, in the chair. One night, the relatives of 
an old man brought him in to prepare him for burial. He had whiskers a foot long and the 
relatives had told Grandpa to cut his hair and shave him. Since it was rather dark, he 
called Grandma in to hold the candle so that he might see better while shaving the corpse. 
The corpse was in the chair. The corpse still had wind in his lungs and suddenly, when 
the air came up in the mouth of the corpse, the body lurched forward with a loud gasp. 
Grandma dropped her candle, rushed into the house, but when Grandpa reached her, she 
had fainted and was lying on the kitchen floor. After bringing her around with some water, 
he said, 'Now come on, we got to get him shaved.' However, Grandma had had enough. 
She exclaimed, 'not me, bury him as he is or shave him in daylight! I 

(Shared by Pat Worden, cousin of Frank Hollinger's) 
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A GENEALOGIST'S DICTIONARY 


ABEYANCE: Applied to a peerage, succession to which has failed in the male 
line; the succession is between daughters and is terminated when one male heir 
arises from the daughter's descendants or when, by permission of the Crown, the 
abeyance is terminated in favour of one of the heirs. 

ACADIANS: Early settlers of Canada Maritime Provinces. 


ALLEGATIONS: Copies of applications to the Church of England Bishops asking for 

the grant of a license to marry. 


BOUWERIE: Farm (term used among Dutch in New York ca.1600 ' s.) 
C.A.-ENG: Canada under English rule (Ontario). 
C.A.-FR: Canada under French rule (Quebec). 

CALENDARED: When records have been arranged chronologically. 

CANADA WEST: Ontario Province. 

CHAPMAN: Peddler. 


CHARTER ROLLS:. English; conSists of grants of privileges to various bodies and 

persons. 


CLOSE ROLLS: Records of transaction which were sent out closed or sealed. 

COLLATE: To examine (the pages of a book to be bound) to see that they are in

proper order. 


DO: Means the same as "ditto"; the same as ditto marks (" "). 

DROVERS: Those driving livestock a long distance. 

DUCHY: A territory under the authority of a Duke or Duchess. 

Ei~IGRANT: Those who make a mere transient settlement. 

FELLMONGER: Dealer in hides and furs. 


FIRE DOGS: Andirons; two supports (usually iron and steel) for wood in an 

open fireplace (also seen listed in estate inventories.) 

G.A.R.: Grand Army of Republic. 

GENTLEMAN: A term often found in census films in certain localities; i.e., in 

the south, in Canada in particular. This denoted a man "of means" - well set 

financially. 


GREAT COAT: An overcoat (found listed in an inventory of an estate.) 

HUNDRED ROLLS: A hundred was originally an area sufficient to support 100 

famil ies. 

INDENTURE: A legal instrument, binding an apprentise or a servant to his mas

ter; the state of being indented. 

INDICES: Was formerly the proper plural form of index, but currently, due to 

modern usages, Webster now gives the word indexes preferance as the plural form. 

IMMIGRANT: One who locates a permanent abode. 

LADY DAY: March 25; English holiday (the term has been found in Wills.) 

LEGATEE: Person named in a Will to receive other forms of property (not real 

estate. 

L.C. : Lower Canada a rea now Prov ince of Quebec. 
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MSS.: Manuscripts. 

ONTARIO PLACES: Reference in Ontario is usually to a township (which do not 

appear on all road maps.) 

ORDINARY: A tavern. 

P.A.: Papers applied for (naturalization). 

P.C.A.: Public Archives of Canada (Ottowa). 

P.C.O.: Public Archives of Ontario (Provincial Archives) in Toronto. 

PECULIAR: A term applied to certain ecclesiastical jurisdictions in England

which came directly under the crown. 

PROTHONOTARY: A probate officer; a notary or principal clerk. Also spelled 

protonotary. 


SASE: Self Addressed Stamped Envelope. 

S.E.R.F.: A person unable to leave an estate without permission of the Lord. 

(English) Not a slave but a person attached to the estate on which he lives. 

Loosely, a peasant. 

TESTAMENT: Disposition of personal property legally his/hers. 

TESTATOR: The maker of the Will, usually must be 21 years of age. 

TO: Popular abbreviation for Toronto. 

TURNER: Maker of wooden shoes. 

U.C.: Upper Canada area, now Province of Quebec. 

U.E.L.: United Empire Loyalists, Loyal Tories who refused to support the 

"rebels" in the Revolutionary War, loyal to the Crown. Often suffered persecu

tion. Were able to petition the land grants in Canada. 

UNION LIST: A library term. A compiled listing of materials; i.e., books, mss., 

microfilm, etc. Useful tool to researcher for "what's available and where it's at." 

VILLEIN: A person working on an estate and unable to move from it without per

mission of the Lord of the estate; a servant. 

VISITATIONS: Were conducted by the English heralds between 1530 and 1688 to ex

amine coats of arms. 

DEVISEE: Person named in a Will to receive real estate. 


(Compiled by Audrey Pomranky) 


- TID BITS 

The Episcopal Church in Bath, Ontario,' Canada was built in 1793 and is said to be the oldest 
connection with the Church of England in Canada. 

The first Methodist meeting house in Ontario was erected in 1792. 

Bath, Ontario , Canada was the scene of the first hanging in Upper Canada around 1790. 



l'lIDLA1\lD GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY I'1EiviB&-qS 
1983-1984 

(as of November 3, 1983) 

l. ANDERSON, ROSE HARlE, 1360 W. i1idland, Auburn 48611 
2. BAlCER, LOIS, 3273 Patterson Rd., Freeland 48623 
3. BAKER, DONA, 4516 Chatham Dr., Midland 48640 
4. BACON, CAROLYN, 391 lt1. Shearer Rd., Hope 48628 
5. BENNETT, WALTER & COLLEEN, 1555 Sasse Rd., I1idland 48640 
6. BERRY, LES & l'iIARION, 5813 Wood bridge, IVI1dland 48640 
7. BIRKHIHER, ED & BAR I , 3212 Swede Rd., Midland 48640 
8. BRINES, BEN & JO, 4300 Castle Dr., Midland 48640 
9. BRUCE, 11ARY, 1734 Smith Crossing Rd., l'lidland 48640 

10. BUTCHER, DIANA, 660 E. Olson Rd., Midland 48640 
1l. CASADONTE, RUTH ANN, 5104 Nurmi, r1idland 48640 
12. CASSmAY, SAiillRA, 3833 Johns Lane, I1idland 48640 
13. CAS'l'LE, AHELIA B., 26662 Corwin, Dowagiac, NI 49047 
14. CELL, JERRY & ALICE, 1820 Lawrence Dr., f.lidland 48640 
15. DAVIS, HARJORY, 110 ~~. Nelson, 111dland 48640 
16. DIESEN, WILi::.A., 5802 Flaxmoor, r1idland 48640 

662-4505 
631-9549 
835-8478 
689-3806 
unlisted 
631-3057 
631-5161 
832-8312 
631-2846 
835-4528 
835-5115 
835-8684 

631-9564 
835-1924 
832-8485 

17. ENGDAHL, PAULINE, 3724 S. st. Joseph st., South Bend, Indiana 46614 
18. E&'1ATT, JAN, 108 Hunters Ridge, Midland 48640 
19. FAGLEY, BILL & EVELYN, 2700 Glendale, Midland 48640 
20. FRANKLIN, SHIRLEY , 2301 Kent Rd., Freeland 48623 
2l. FURLO, NORnA, 5437 11anges Rd., Beaverton 48612 
22. GEHOSKI, ESi',E, 4964 S. Carter Rd., Auburn 48611 
23. GIBSON, MJ'"DRET..J & FRA..N'CES, 599 Whi tehorne, 1111dland 48640 
24. HICKEY, JOEL &: SUSM~, 221 Helen, Midland 48640 
25. HUI'lPHREY, Nlu\l" CY, 304 Harper Ln., Midland 48640 
26. HtJNTINGTON, SHERRY, 1529 Austin, Lincoln Park, HI 48146 
27. JOHNSON, JHl &: DO, 805 Wyllys, Midland 48640 
28. KEICHER, BEVi:RLY, 4107 Swede Rd. , Nidland 48640 
29. KENNETT. BONNIE, 4209 Arbor Dr., I1idland 48640 
30. KINDEL, BERNICE, Route 2, Box 228c, Forest Grove, Oregon 
3l. Kn~ZY, IiIARJORIE, 3101 E. Ashma.'1, I'1idland 
32. KING, LUCILLE, 5417 Sunset, Midland 
33. KLESNEY, STAN & r.1ARY, 3609 Boston, Midland 
34. LACKIE, NANCY, 565 Peterson Dr., Sanford 
35. LaFELDT, MARGARET, 3089 Frederick, Midland 
36. LEDBETTER, IfiARY. 3719 Robinhood, Hidland 
37. LAUR, ROSE HARY, 2589 Lakevie~'l, Sanford 
38. LEE, HELEN, 610 2. Ashman, rUdland 
39. LBUIS, BERHAD2TTA, 906 Holyrood, l/iidland 
40. LE1tiIS, K.ATHERn~E, 1611 Bel-Air, Saginaw 
4l. YiARTUr, VIOLA, III Vl111iam, I'l1dland 
42. HASTIC. I.E ROY, 1500 Hildwood, 11idland 
43. HcCULLEN, HAX:GJE, 1755 Smith Crossing Rd., 
44. i'lcLUCKIE, GLAJ.jYS, 1865 Hicks Rd., LUdland 
45. NILLER, HARRIETT~. 4610 Jefferson, Hidland 
46. HILLIEAN, IO:NE, 508 Capitol, Nidland 
47. NOLD, HELEH, 307 Cherry View Dr., f.1idland 

48640 
48640 
48640 
48657 
48640 
48640 
48657 
48640 
48640 
48604 
48640 
48640 

Nidland 48640 
48640 
48640 
48640 
48640 

48. NUECHTERLEll\, AUIJUEY, 4604 Bristol Ct., Nidland 48640 
49. OUELLETTE, i.A:.1.Y, 2500 Abbott Ed., Apt. H-6, Nid.1and 48640 
50. PARSONS, VIRGIKIA. Route 12, Hidland 48640 
51. PAVER, JANE, 2614 Abbott Rd., Apt. H-12, IHd1and 48640 
52. PHILLIPS, IffiL.:N, 1114 Bus Rd., Freeland 48623 
53. POI-':R.fu1lJKY, AUD~~jY, 857 E. 01s on Rd., n1d land y ~ {~tr'-"'~S 640 
54. ~2N:~IE, REVA, 1015 E. Park Dr., Midland ~-L\.v . 48640
;$. nous~, DOLO~S, 1109 Avalon, Midland ~~v 48640 

636-7979 
839-9658 
835-5996 
689-3498 
662-6322 
631-2672 
832-9809 
631-5123 

832-3376 
631-9455 
835-9494 

97116 
832-2702 
631-5640 
835-2515 
687-5327 
835-9938 
631-5923 
687-5197 
835-6932 
835-1314 

835-6894 
835-7847 
832-8749 
835-2900 
835-4866 
835-6205 
832-2937 
835-5269 
6;1-97); 
835-5248 
631-0268 
496-3957 

8'!3-~J04 
631-0072 
631-0615 



56. SC2~EIDER, lJORIlA, 1018 Willard, Midland 48640 

57. SCHH~ITZER, iilliJ & SHIRLEY, 516 Crescent Dr., Hidland 48640 

58. Sr-:RIER, KEN & JAYNE, 1012 Helen, !Ud1and 
59. SKOCHDOPOLE, DICK & NAN, 2525 Lambros, r1idland 
60. s~ruTA, LllIDA, 1556 E. Wackerly Rd., IUdland 
61. SOHZRVILLE, JOAN, 3217 W. Wackerly Rd., Nidland 
62.. STULL, DANIEL, 1113 \~. Park Dr., lVlldland 
6J. VA:·; ARSDALE, JACK & DOROTHY, 4504 Chatham Dr., 
64. VAIIDERBUSH, PHYLLIS, 4205 Nolan Rd., Carleton, 

48640 

48640 

48640 

48640 

48640 


I11dland 
MI 48117 


65. VO~LKER, CLARENCE & ELAL\TE, JOO Sinclair, 11idland 48640 

66. '."; ATKINS , 11AilILYNN, 3716 Blarney, IHdland 48640 

67. \~lBLAN, PATEICIC & ISABEL, 2311 Carolina, l'lidland 48640 

68. 1tiIT,LRRTON, DELORIS, 2201 Carolina, Midland 48640 

69. 'tiILSON, DOROTlIY, 3312 Kent,'lood, l''l1dland 48640 

70. 1t1ISE, FLORENCE, 4013 Lowell ct., r~idland 48640 

71. WORDEN, PAT, 1201 Glendale, r1idland 48640 

72. ZILINICK, SANDRA, 33 Pine, Sanford 48657 


835-5484 

63l-12"~ 


835-6s.~ _ 

835-6433 

835-7457 

835-4835 

832-3154 

839-9493 


835-5718 

631-5337 

835-5284 

631-7642 

835-2814 

832-8673 

631-7801 

687-5729 
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Dear Midland Genealogical Society Members: 

This is the last Pioneer Record Marilyn Watkins and I will be pub
lishing for MGS. Norma Furlo and Carolyn Bacon will be the new 
publishers beginning with the February issue. 

One month after beginning Pioneer Record, 3~ years ago, I started 
a second publication, Wordens Past. Both newsletters have grown 
a lot and more time is needed ror-both. I will be continuing with 
Wordens Past as Norma and Carolyn carryon with Pioneer Record. 

Marilyn and I wish to thank those of you who have contributed to 
Pioneer Record. If you have published a newsletter, you know the 
hardest part 1S getting something to say. Please support Norma 
and Carolyn in this manner or in any way you can. 

Sincerely. 

Pat Worden, Ed. 

§ § § § § § § 

A NOTE FROM THE NEW EDITOR: 

Please send or call questions, queries, items of interest or articles to: 
Norma Furlo 
5437 Mangus Road 
Beaverton, MI 48612 
689-3498 

This is not long distance from Midiand. You can call from 7:00 a. m. until 11:00 p. m. 
You have a better chance of getting me early or late. 

QUERIES 

COON/COAN/KOAN 	 Seek living relative of MARIAN COON/COAN/KOAN
GILDERBRANDT 	 b. Ontario, Can. bef 1850, lived Coleman, MI at 

lea s t fro m 1 908 - 1 9 24; 192 4 mar r i e d Mr. GIL D..E RBRA NOT. 
If no living relative, then desire trade research 
with someone in your area for info concerning Mar
iah. Write for details, family history and bible 
records. 
(Mrs. Helen A.Lynch, 928 N. Humboldt Ave., 
On tar i 0, C A 9 1'76 4 ) 

BIRDSALL 	 Seek info re CHARLES BIRDSALL b.1824 Avon, Liv-
GOEBEL 	 ingston Co., NY, in Civil War, Co. C, 8th Cav., 

Mich. Reg. 1864, 6 mos in Cleveland, TN hospital,
1865 Co. D, 8th Cav. Mich. Reg., mustered out 1865 
Nashville, TN. 1st wf ELIZABETH GOEBEL, children 
MARTHA J., MARY LOUISA, ALVIN PERRY, HELEN, WILLIAM, 
ISADORA, WELLINGTON. Moved to Fenton, Mich. area 
ca. 1860. 2nd wf SARAH ANN DARLING, 1 child CHARLES 
RANSOM BIRDSALL b. 1863. 
(Amelia Castle, 26662 Corwin St., Dowagiac, Mi. 49047) 



- 20 

FLA THOA T HOUSE - THE BACK PAGE 
Man" eady setLiers f10aled down rlw 

Ohio River on flatboats from £'itt::;· 1642 COMPUTER 
burgh, Pa., intending to land at Mays-. A forerunner of 
ville (then Limestonel, Ky. Followllig the modern com
the buffalo trace into the interior. which puter was created 
had been carved through the counlry in 1642 when Blaise 
side bv the buffalo on their way south Pascal built for his 
to the-salt licks. settlers used the \vood father a small ma
from their flatboats to build their first chine that could 
homes. add and subtract 

Mefford Station.. l.».Ult in 1 787, is the and was worked by 
, last existing trnilidai"house in the Uni t geared wheels. 
ed States, and now one of the six mus 1ST 9- ,-'{3 
eums in the historic \ ' ill~e of \"lashing
ton, Kv. T.ST 9-Z~:?'!' - ----_ ."' .. .. 

1\1 A ILBOX£!:.: 
The first street letter boxes for mail 

collection were installed in BosLOn and 
New '{ork in AY':"lst lHiiS. Tsr 

I t -il- it? 

CIGAR SMOKE 

Unt i 1 the 18th century, - French 
doctors prescribed smoking ci
gars as an antidote for every
thing from tetanus to bad 

"I think it's a family tree." breath. (DAC - ~ST9/18/82) 

MIDLAND GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
Grace A. Dow Memorial Library
1710 E. St. Andrews Drive 
Midland, Mi. 48640 

Marilyn Watkins 
3716 Blarn~y 9r • 48640
Midland, Mlchlgan 

All meetings of MGS are held at the Grace A. Dow Memorial Library 
r1t 7 '1~ nm rrnlo c:: "tho""" .. ;",, "n" ,..;-F ·; o rl . c: CC v n ll T~CDCI 
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